
Spotlight for Little Rock Bop Club, March 2009

Nomination of 
Mike and Kim Nelson to the

American Bop Association Hall of Fame
2009

Little Rock
Bop Club



To the electors of the American Bop Association Hall of Fame:

The Little Rock Bop Club (LRBC) is proud and grateful to nominate Mike and Kim Nelson to the
American Bop Association Hall of  Fame as a fitting recognition of  their ten years of  exceptional
contributions to dance clubs, dancers and to the swing dance community.

Mike and Kim have spent the past ten years contributing to the dance community — both locally
and across the U.S. — with their good humor,
effective teaching, dance talent and hard work.
Although their talent could easily set them apart
from the majority of  the dancers at LRBC, their
commitment to introducing people to the joy of
dancing has made them two of  the most
approachable people, not only at LRBC dances
but also across the country.

They also are among the first to pitch in when it
is time to use sewing machines, power drills,
saws, sanders, paintbrushes, duct tape, glitter and
glue and when it is time create choreography for
skits, put up and take down decorations, clear
off  tables or haul out the trash. LRBC is their
beloved home base, but they have served the
wider community with generosity as well, both
through sharing their love of  dance and by shar-
ing their other personal and professional skills.

For LRBC, Mike was elected to the board of  directors as Parliamentarian in 2003, a position that
requires auditing and inventorying the club’s property and equipment. Kim was active with the

group planning the club’s ten-week 10th Anniversary cele-
bration in 2002, during which both of  them planned and
appeared in skits and other events leading up to the main
anniversary dance and reunion. They also organized the
club’s 2002 Puttin’ on the Ritz event, and they have been
consistent workers in admissions and entertainment for
Bop on the Lake every year since 2000.

Mike and Kim met at the club’s Valentine dance on Feb.
14, 1999. Kim had already joined the club at her father’s
urging and had been attending the weekly dances, but she
had never worked up the courage to venture out onto the
floor. Mike had some swing dance experience from a pop-
ular local night club and a few months of  LRBC member-
ship. Obviously, when she met Mike and started learning
to dance, Kim managed to come out of  her shell. Mike
and Kim were even married on the dance floor, just
before a LRBC dance in 2003.

That personal experience explains their particular empa-
thy for shy people, single-agains, beginning dancers and
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others who want to come out of  their shells. They enthusiastically
recommend LRBC in the community, and have spent hundreds of
hours as volunteer dance instructors since 2000. They fill in as
teachers for LRBC’s weekly lessons (sometimes with little to no
advance notice) and have been featured workshop instructors for
our sister ABA club in Hot Springs, Ark.; at Hendrix University and
the University of  Central Arkansas in Conway, Ark.; at the Rogers
School District in northwest Arkansas and other community events.
They donated private dance lessons for a local cancer treatment
center’s silent-auction fundraiser, attracting enthusiastic bidding.
Their teaching has introduced hundreds of  people in Arkansas to
swing dance, bringing many of  them to LRBC.

Teaching is often their mission, but dancing is unmistakably their
passion. Through tireless practice and study, they’ve developed the
skills that have put them in demand as entertainers for almost nine
years. Choreographing and costuming all their own routines, the
couple’s exhibitions range from sublimely smooth to sublimely silly.
They are dancers without egos, who never let dignity get in the way
of  the most entertaining performance possible.

In addition to choreographed exhibitions at LRBC and other dance
clubs in Arkansas, Mike and Kim have performed exhibitions for
ABA club conventions in Cincinnati, Memphis, Nashville and St.
Louis. They are effective ambassadors of  swing dance in the non-
dance community, too. They have been featured performers at

fundraisers for the Diabetes Foundation in Hot Springs, Ark., and the Mayflower School District in
Mayflower, Ark., as well as at community events
ranging from the grand opening of  a senior cen-
ter in North Little Rock, Ark., to local festivals
such as Toad Suck Days in Conway, Ark. They
have represented and promoted the LRBC at a
local dance school’s recital in Conway, Parents
Without Partners and at a dinner theater in Little
Rock. They have been asked to provide enter-
tainment with no advance notice and gladly
stepped up to serve not only all over Arkansas
but also in Indianapolis, Ind.; Lake Barkley, Ky.;
Jacksonville, Fla.; several events in Panama City,
Fla., and during their first trip to Cincinnati,
Ohio. (During that first trip to Cincinnati, they
performed a completely impromptu exhibition --
and have been asked back every year since.)

Less obvious to the casual observer is their
generosity on the social dance floor. You can
often find them off  in a corner where new
dancers are asking for help with basics and
advanced dancers are trying to master a sticky
technique or a new move. Hundreds of  dancers
across the South, Midwest and eastern U.S.
have heard an enthusiastic “Yes!” and found

Nomination to the 2009 ABA Hall of  Fame Page 3 

Exhibition at Summer Boogie Blast, Nashville, 2006

Wedding -- on the dance floor -- 2003



Nomination to the 2009 ABA Hall of  Fame Page 4 

ready assistance when they have asked for help.

If  you are a stranger, a visitor or a beginner at an
LRBC dance or party, you will likely be asked to
dance by one or the other of  the Nelsons. At dance
club or community events, their exhibitions are fol-
lowed by each of  them asking as many attendees as
possible to dance during the rest of  the event. And at
any dance venue across the country, anyone who
compliments Mike or Kim on their dancing will likely
find him- or herself  dancing with one of  them dur-
ing the next song.

Since they bought a used motor home in 2005, they
have been bringing others to out-of-town dance
events. They have turned the vehicle into a tour bus
for trips to events in Memphis, Orlando, Nashville,
Indianapolis and Cincinnati, hauling as many as ten
other dancers — who otherwise couldn’t make the
trip — to out-of-town events.

The Nelson’s generosity of  spirit is evidenced, as
well, in their work off  the dance floor. Professionally,
Mike is a mental health therapist who spends his days counseling clients and coordinating their care at
facilities in several counties in central Arkansas. As a co-founder and director of  Keys to Safer Schools,
he also helps schools across the U.S. develop programs to prevent violence and bullying. Mike has also
used dancing as a form of  communication in reaching at-risk youth. In Mike’s working travels across the
country, often with Kim along, they seek out dance groups to visit -- and even find ways to promote the
local dance club to clients in the area.

Kim is a hairstylist who operates her own five-station salon, successful in the same location for more
than 20 years. As a volunteer for the American Cancer Society since 1994, she works privately helping
cancer patients with hair and wig styling and cosmetics to boost their spirits, maintain their self-esteem
and deal with the effects of  cancer treatment.

Active in service to the dance community for ten
years and active ambassadors for dance to the wider
community, Mike and Kim Nelson consistently give
their time and hearts to the promotion and expansion
of  swing dance both locally and across the country.
We are proud to offer them as exemplary nominees
to the American Bop Association Hall of  Fame, and
we are grateful for your consideration.

Myra Wilson, President
For the Little Rock Bop Club

March 26, 2009“Grease” skit finale, Bop on the Lake 2004

Workshop, Move Across the River, Cincinnati 2008
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PERSONAL AND 
COMMUNITY ACHIEVEMENT

MIke Nelson

■ Graduated high school in Miami, Fla., where he was choir presi-
dent, All-State for solo voice, awarded “Most School Spirit” and
was a church music and youth director during his senior year.

■ B.S., Ouachita Baptist University, 1989, majoring in music and
family counseling.

■ Master’s in Social Agency Counseling, Henderson State
University, 1992. Inducted into Distinguished Alumni Hall of
Fame, 2005.

■ Licensed Professional Counselor, nationally certified.
■ Two children: Son, 22, and daughter, 25.
■ Board member of  International School Safety Association.

Kim Nelson

■ High school cheerleader for three years, captain of  the award-
winning squad her senior year.

■ Member of  the Stepperettes, a marching dance team at the
University of  Central Arkansas, 1976 and 1977.

■ Two children: Son, 30, and daughter, 24.
■ Sponsored and coached girls’ softball team for six years; team

won first place in the league two years in a row.
■ Cabot Junior Auxiliary Lip Synch fundraiser three years; won first

place twice and second place once.
■ Judged hair-cutting competitions for the Arkansas Barbers

Association, 1987and 1988
■ Volunteer, American Cancer Society, since 1994.

OTHER DANCE HIGHLIGHTS

■ Members of  the Little Rock Bop Club, Kim since 1998 and Mike
since 1999.

■ Worked admissions and entertainment for LRBC’s Bop on the
Lake dance convention every year since 2000. 

■ Choreography and performance for LRBC skits and entertain-
ment, six years.

■ Little Rock Bop Club Parliamentarian and board of  directors,
2003 (Mike).

■ Annual dance contest at the late lamented Bobbisox nightclub in
Little Rock, Ark.
• First Place, 1999 (Kim had only been dancing for four months)
• Second Place, 2000
• First Place, 2002
• First Place, 2003
• First Place, 2004

Teaching in Arkansas

Featured dance instructors for:
■ Little Rock Bop Club weekly lesson program.
■ Spa City Bop & Swing Dance Club in Hot Springs, 2008.
■ Hendrix College, Conway, Ark. 2005, 2006.
■ University of  Central Arkansas, Conway, Ark. 2000.
■ Rogers School District, Rogers, Ark., alternative learning environ-

ment for at-risk juveniles, 2001.
■ Cabot School District, Cabot, Ark., ninth grade communications

class.

Exhibitions & Workshops

■ Performed dance exhibitions for major events in Arkansas:
• Little Rock Bop Club, Bop on the Lake 2000, 2002, 2003,
2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008
• Spa City Bop & Swing Club, Hot Springs, 2005 and 2006 
• Center Stage Playhouse Valentine’s Day, Cabot, Ark., 2009
• Parents Without Partners Valentine’s Dance, Little Rock, 2008
• Ballroom, Latin & Swing Social Dance Association (Little
Rock) annual showcase, 2008
• Diabetes Foundation fundraiser, Hot Springs, 2003
• Hays Senior Citizen Center grand opening, North Little Rock
• Mayflower School District fundraiser
• Toad Suck Days festival, Conway, Ark., 2002

■ Performed dance exhibitions for out-of-state events:
• Move Across the River, Cincinnati, Ohio: Impromptu exhibi-
tion 2003; planned exhibitions 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008.
In 2006 and 2007, Kim was also asked to dance exhibitions part-
nered with Matt Auclair, filling in for Matt’s absent wife.
• Summer Boogie Blast, Nashville, Tenn., 2005, 2007 and 2008.
• Rollin’ on the River, St. Louis, Mo., 2006.
• Realtors’ convention, Destin, Fla.
• Indianapolis, Ind., impromptu 2008.
• Memphis Bop Club, Memphis, Tenn., impromptu 2008.
• Boogie at Barkley, Lake Barkley, Ky., impromptu 2003.
• Twister’s Shag Club Fall Cyclone, impromptu 2003.
• Magic City Boppers Hangout Weekend, impromptu 2003,
2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007.
• Shag-A-Rama, impromptu 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008.

■ Taught dance workshops for out-of-state events:
• Move Across the River, Cincinnati, Ohio: 2003, 2004, 2005,
2006, 2007 and 2008
• Summer Boogie Blast, Nashville, Tenn., 2006, 2007 and 2008
• Rollin’ on the River, St. Louis, Mo., 2006

(Continues ...) 

Mike and Kim Nelson
Additional information
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Other Dance Highlights, continued

Travel and Participation

■ Traveled to out-of-state dance events:
• Casino Royale (Memphis Bop Club), Tunica, Miss. 1999, 2000,
2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008.  
• Move Across the River, Cincinnati, Ohio 2004, 2005, 2006,
2007 and 2008.  
• Smoky Mountain Boogie, Gatlinburg, Tenn. 2004 and 2005.
• Boogie at Barkley, Lake Barkley, Ky. 2003. 
• Rollin’ on the River, St. Louis, Mo. 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006. 
• Summer Boogie Blast, Nashville, Tenn. 2006, 2007 and 2008. 
• Boogie on the Riverwalk, Jacksonville, Fla. 2003 and 2004 
• Twister’s Shag Club Fall Cyclone 2003. 
• Magic City Boppers Hangout Weekend, Panama City, Fla.
2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007. 
• Shag-a-Rama, Panama City, Fla. 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005,
2006, 2007 and 2008. 
• U.S. Open Swing Diego, San Diego, Calif. 2005.
• Dallas D.A.N.C.E., Dallas, Texas 2007.
• New Year’s Floorplay, Florida State Swing Dance
Championships 2005, 2006  and 2007.

■ Visited dance clubs while traveling on business:
• Atlantic Swing Dancers, Knoxville, Tenn. 
• Jacksonville Beach Bop Association at Club Savoy in
Jacksonville, Fla.
• Chicago Windy City Jitterbug Club, Chicago, Ill. 
• Beach Shaggers of  Birmingham, Ala.
• Friday Night Dance Club at Boumi Temple, Baltimore, Md. 
• South Side Imperial Dance Club, St. Louis, Mo.
• Florida Boppers Inc. (FBI) annual fish fry
• Orange County WCS Dance Club, Calif. and others in the area.
• Swing Tulsa Style Dance Club in Tulsa, Okla.
• The Rebels in St. Louis, Mo.
• Dance club in Phoenix, Ariz.

“Ken and Barbie”, Nashville, 2007


