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To the electors of the American Bop Association Hall of Fame:

The Little Rock Bop Club (LRBC) is proud to nominate Mike and Kim Nelson to the
American Bop Association Hall of Fame in recognition of their 11 years of exceptional con-
tributions to dance clubs, dancers and to the swing dance community.

Mike and Kim have spent the past 11 years contributing to the dance community — both
locally and across the U.S. — with good humor, effective teaching, dance talent and hard
work. 

Mike and Kim met at the club’s Valentine dance on Feb. 14, 1999. They were even married
on the dance floor, just before a LRBC dance in 2003. For LRBC, Mike served on the board
of directors as Parliamentarian in 2003, a position that also requires auditing and inventory-
ing the club’s property and equipment. Kim served on the committee planning the club’s
ten-week 10th Anniversary celebration in 2002, during which both of them planned and
appeared in skits and other events leading up to the main anniversary dance and reunion.
They also organized the club’s 2002 Puttin’ on the Ritz event, and they have been consistent
workers in entertainment and other jobs for Bop on the Lake every year since 2000.

They are among the first to pitch in when it is time to use sewing machines, power drills,
sanders, paintbrushes, duct tape, glitter and glue and when it is time create choreography
for skits, put up decorations or haul out the trash. LRBC is their beloved home base, but
they have served the wider community with generosity as well.

They fill in as teachers for LRBC’s weekly lessons and have been featured workshop instruc-
tors for our sister ABA club in Hot Springs, Ark., and volun-
teered to teach for many community events (see additional
information, attached). Their teaching has introduced hun-
dreds of people in Arkansas to swing dance, bringing many of
them to LRBC.

Since December 2009, while staying just as active in LRBC,
Mike and Kim have taken leadership roles in organizing a west
coast swing dance club meeting on Saturday nights at a central
Arkansas nightclub. Distributing flyers, countless phone calls,
negotiating with the owner of the nightclub, developing an e-
mail list, teaching free lessons, recruiting other teachers and
training the club’s disk jockey in music for west coast have
resulted in consistent attendance of 40-50 or more dancers
each week. Up to half of the Saturday night dancers are discov-
ering a dance club for the first time. Their organizing work
continues, establishing another dance opportunity that com-
plements LRBC in bringing new dancers to the community.

Mike and Kim have been in demand as entertainers for ten
years. The couple’s exhibitions range from sublimely smooth to
sublimely silly. In addition to costumed-and-choreographed
exhibitions at LRBC and other dance clubs in Arkansas, Mike
and Kim are popular exhibition performers for ABA club con-
ventions across the country (see additional information). They
are effective ambassadors of swing dance in the non-dance
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community, too, representing and promoting LRBC at com-
munity events since 2002 (see additional information). 

Less obvious to the casual observer is their generosity and
approachability on the social dance floor. At home or away,
you can often find them in a corner with new dancers who ask
for help with basics or experienced dancers who are trying to
pick up a new move. If you are a stranger, a visitor or a begin-
ner at an LRBC dance, you will likely be asked to dance by one
or the other of the Nelsons. At club or community events,
their exhibitions are followed by each of them asking as many
attendees as possible to dance during the rest of the event.
And at any dance venue across the country, anyone who com-
pliments Mike or Kim on their dancing will likely find him- or
herself dancing with one of them during the next song.

Professionally, Mike is a mental health therapist who counsels
elderly clients at a facility in Hot Springs, Arkansas. As a co-
founder and director of Keys to Safer Schools, he also helps
schools across the U.S. develop programs to prevent violence
and bullying. Mike has also used dancing as a form of commu-
nication in reaching at-risk youth. 

Kim is a hairstylist who operates her own five-station salon, successful in the same location for
more than 20 years. As a volunteer for the American Cancer Society since 1994, she works pri-
vately helping cancer patients with hair and wig styling and cosmetics to boost their spirits, main-
tain their self-esteem and deal with the effects of cancer treatment.

Active in service to the dance community for 11 years and active ambassadors for dance to the
wider community, Mike and Kim Nelson consistently give their time and hearts to the promo-
tion and expansion of swing dance both locally
and across the country. We are proud to offer
them as exemplary nominees to the American
Bop Association Hall of Fame, and we are grate-
ful for your consideration.

Barbara Penney, President
For the Little Rock Bop Club

March, 2010

Nomination to the 2010 ABA Hall of Fame Page 3

Workshop, Move Across the River, Cincinnati 2008

Teaching dance to ninth graders in Cabot, Arkansas



Nomination to the 2010 ABA Hall of Fame Page 4

PERSONAL AND COMMUNITY ACHIEVEMENT

MIke Nelson

■ Bachelor’s degree from Ouachita Baptist University, 1989,
majoring in music and family counseling.

■ Master’s in Social Agency Counseling, Henderson State
University, 1992. Inducted into Distinguished Alumni Hall
of Fame, 2005.

■ Licensed Professional Counselor, nationally certified.

■ Two children: Daughter, 26 and son, 23. First grandchild
due in June.

■ Board member of International School Safety Association.

Kim Nelson

■ Member of the Stepperettes, a marching dance team at
the University of Central Arkansas, 1976 and 1977.

■ Two children: Son, 32, and daughter, 26; three grandchil-
dren and another due in April.

■ Sponsored and coached girls’ softball team for six years;
team won first place in the league two years in a row.

■ Cabot Junior Auxiliary Lip Synch fundraiser three years;
won first place twice and second place once.

■ Judged hair-cutting competitions for the Arkansas Barbers
Association, 1987 and 1988

■ Volunteer, American Cancer Society, since 1994.

OTHER DANCE HIGHLIGHTS

■ Members of the Little Rock Bop Club, Kim since 1998 and
Mike since 1999.

■ Worked admissions (2000 through 2007), set-up, tear-down
and entertainment (2000 through 2009) for LRBC’s Bop
on the Lake dance convention. 

■ Choreography and performance for LRBC skits and enter-
tainment, seven years.

■ Little Rock Bop Club Parliamentarian and board of direc-
tors, 2003 (Mike).

■ Annual dance contest at the late lamented Bobbisox night-
club in Little Rock, Ark.
• First Place, 1999 (Kim had been dancing for four months)
• Second Place, 2000
• First Place, 2002
• First Place, 2003
• First Place, 2004 

Teaching & Dance Promotion in Arkansas

Featured volunteer dance instructors  (partial list)

■ Ballet Arkansas 2009 “Come Dancing” annual fundraiser,
which included Kim giving a lesson on a local television
program to promote the event. 

■ Little Rock Bop Club weekly lesson program.

■ Spa City Bop & Swing Dance Club in Hot Springs, 2005
through 2009.

■ Hendrix College, Conway, Ark. 2005, 2006.

■ University of Central Arkansas, Conway, Ark. 2000.

■ Rogers School District, Rogers, Ark., alternative learning
environment for at-risk juveniles, 2001.

■ Cabot School District, Cabot, Ark., ninth grade communi-
cations class.

■ Hot Springs Geriatric Center, three events 2009-2010.

Exhibitions & Workshops

■ Dance exhibitions for community events (partial list)

• Center Stage Playhouse Valentine’s Day, Cabot, Ark.,
2009, 2010

• Parents Without Partners Valentine’s Dance, Little Rock,
2008

• Ballroom, Latin & Swing Social Dance Association
(Little Rock) annual showcase, 2008

• Realtors’ convention, Destin, Fla.

• Diabetes Foundation fundraiser, Hot Springs, 2003

• Senior Citizen Center grand opening, North Little Rock

• Mayflower School District fundraiser

• Toad Suck Days festival, Conway, Ark., 2002

■ Teaching workshops for national dance events:

• Move Across the River, Cincinnati, Ohio: 2003, 2004,
2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009. Scheduled for 2010.

• Summer Boogie Blast, Nashville, Tenn., 2006, 2007, 2008
and 2009. Scheduled for 2010.

• Rollin’ on the River, St. Louis, Mo., 2006 and 2009

• Dance into Spring, Memphis, Tenn., River City Bop
Club’s first spring workshop and dance, 2010

• Scheduled to teach for the first time at Boogie on the
Riverwalk, Jacksonville, Fla., in 2010.

(Continues ...) 

Mike and Kim Nelson
Additional information
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Other Dance Highlights, continued

■ Exhibitions for national dance events

• Little Rock Bop Club, Bop on the Lake 2000, 2002,
2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008

• Dancin’ in the Park, Hot Springs, 2009

• Move Across the River, Cincinnati, Ohio: Impromptu
exhibition 2003; planned exhibitions 2004, 2005, 2006,
2007, 2008 and 2009. In 2006 and 2007, Kim also danced
exhibitions partnered with Matt Auclair, filling in for
Matt’s absent wife.

• Summer Boogie Blast, Nashville, Tenn., 2005, 2007, 2008
and 2009.

• Rollin’ on the River, St. Louis, Mo., 2006 and 2009.

• Indianapolis, Ind., impromptu 2008.

• Memphis Bop Club, Memphis, Tenn., impromptu 2008.

• Boogie at Barkley, Lake Barkley, Ky., impromptu 2003.

• Twister’s Shag Club Fall Cyclone, impromptu 2003.

• Magic City Boppers Hangout Weekend, impromptu
2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007.

• Shag-A-Rama, impromptu 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008.

Travel and Participation

■ Supported out-of-state dance events with attendance (often
giving a ride to van-loads of central Arkansas dancers)

• Casino Royale (Memphis Bop Club), Tunica, Miss. 1999,
2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and
2009.  

• Move Across the River, Cincinnati, Ohio 2004, 2005,
2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009.  

• Smoky Mountain Boogie, Gatlinburg, Tenn. 2004 and
2005.

• Boogie at Barkley, Lake Barkley, Ky. 2003. 

• Rollin’ on the River, St. Louis, Mo. 2003, 2004, 2005,
2006 and 2009. 

• Summer Boogie Blast, Nashville, Tenn. 2006, 2007, 2008
and 2009. 

• Boogie on the Riverwalk, Jacksonville, Fla. 2003 and
2004 

• Twister’s Shag Club Fall Cyclone 2003. 

• Magic City Boppers Hangout Weekend, Panama City,
Fla. 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 and
2009. 

• Shag-a-Rama, Panama City, Fla. 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004,
2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009. 

• U.S. Open Swing Diego, San Diego, Calif. 2005.

• Dallas D.A.N.C.E., Dallas, Texas 2007.

• New Year’s Floorplay, Florida State Swing Dance
Championships 2005, 2006  and 2007.

Spotlight dance for LRBC, March 2009




