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TToo  tthhee  eelleeccttoorrss  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  BBoopp  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  HHaallll  ooff  FFaammee::  
 
The Board of the Little Rock Bop Club is pleased to bring before the American 
Bop Association this electrifying couple and ambassadors of swing dancing 
as their 2007 nomination to the Hall of Fame. 
 
We believe they are excellent candidates. 
 
Mike and Kim are available to help in any way they can, whether it is 
introducing someone to the 
dance world, helping pick 
up the trash at the end of 
the dance, to being “all out 
there” at events or on the 
dance floor doing an 
exhibition. These two make 
a great contribution to not 
only our local dance 
community here in Little 
Rock but also throughout 
the dance community at 
large. Though both are 
working full time in 
demanding careers and 
Kim often has to work late, 
they still participate and 
help in almost all activities 
involving the Little Rock 
Bop Club.       
 
They will dance anywhere, 
any time and are available 
to help fellow dancers with 
particular moves or give 
interested potential dancers 

an invitation to attend the Little Rock Bop Club.  They are often seen 
on the sidelines of a dance floor helping people learn the basic or fine 
tune an advanced move. From a brand new dancer to the more 
advanced, Mike and Kim, with their contagious and exciting flair, 
always have time for a fellow dancer. They have popped into many 
dance events throughout the country as they traveled with Mike’s 

business and done “impromptu” dance exhibitions at the request of the club 
they are visiting.  Mike and Kim have embraced the dance community with all 
their hearts and gusto and make an incredible contribution to the dance world. 

Little Rock 
Bop Club 
P.O. Box 1057 
North Little Rock, 
Arkansas 72115 
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Mike & Kim and Louise & Michelle   
(a couple of young new dancers) 

Rollin’ on the River, St. Louis 2006 

50’s Night at Chasers Lounge  
LRBC’s location in 1999 

Divorce and new beginnings brought each of them to dancing and they have 
been constant ambassadors to many others in this similar 
situation. They encourage those who may feel unqualified and 
insecure to attend the Little Rock Bop Club locally and have 
encouraged many out-of-state people to find their local dance 
club. They have been seen going out of their way to make sure 
visitors feel comfortable and 
welcome at LRBC weekly 
dances. They have personally 
led countless people to the 
dance world and continually 
encourage dancers to attend 
out-of-state ABA dances and 
dance opportunities as well as 
their local weekly dance.  

 
They embrace the dance community with a 
heartfelt enthusiasm that is contagious and 
are tireless recruiters and ambassadors of 
dance.  
 
As an example, at the Rollin’ on the River, 
St. Louis 2006 dance, Mike and Kim helped 
a young couple with new dance moves until 
3 in the morning. Mike and Kim were thrilled to give freely of their time, 
energy and passion to this eager-to-learn young couple and help them on 
their dance journey.  
 
They go the extra mile to encourage and grow the dance community. They 
are happy to do what they can to give back some of the joy and love they 
have received from the dance world. 
 

They joined the Little Rock Bop Club in 1998 and have 
consistently gone “over the top” in their participation.   

 
 
This couple has been involved, from Christmas Parties, 
(where they have dressed up as Mr. and Mrs. Santa, 
handed out gifts, posed for pictures and performed 
dances) to Halloween parties, Bikers & Babes, Western 
Night and more.

Little Rock Bop Club annual events from 1999 to 2007
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Work while at
Dance Event
Orlando, Fl.

High energy says it all. Some wonder how they do it, often 
running late because of Kim’s work or Mike’s after-hour 
emergency on call responsibilities and then business travel too.  

Because of this, they are more non-
traditional in their service, fitting in times 
of service wherever they can. They are 
goodwill ambassadors when traveling on 
business. Visiting dance clubs in the 
cities they find themselves in, like showing up for the 
Florida Bop, Inc’s annual fish-fry in 2003 or a weekly 
dance with the Atlantic Swing Dancers (Knoxville, 
Tennessee.)  To some who do not know their 
constraints and their non-traditional service they may 
not see all their hard work for the Dance Community. 

They may only see the extraordinary dance skills and ability.  
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

When Mike and Kim cut loose with their high energy dancing, many 
observers immediately become enthralled wanting to know how or 
where they could learn to do that. They faithfully share with others 
about the ABA community and clubs as that resource. Because of 
their extraordinary abilities they have become popular performers 
who have been called on to provide workshops and entertainment 
for dance club events across Arkansas and in St. Louis, Nashville, 
Cincinnati, and Destin, Florida. Even without planning, the crowd 
has sometimes begged them to provide an “impromptu” 
demonstration, as when in Cincinnati for the first time the president 
requested and they graciously gave of themselves to serve in 2003. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Their dance skills, personality, outgoing nature and friendliness 
make them outstanding ambassadors for swing dance to the 
community at large which has led to this couple to volunteer to 
dance for groups as diverse as Cabot Middle Schools’ 9th grade  
 

Su
m

m
er

 B
oo

gi
e 

B
la

st
 - 

20
06

 

Dance Exhibitions from 2000-2006
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Married December 17, 2003 
at LRBC’s weekly club meeting 

Teaching dance to 9th grade communications class 
Cabot, Arkansas 

 
Communication Class, an Alternative Learning Environment for at-
risk youth, Destin Florida’s Realtor’s Convention, a fundraiser for 
Diabetes and much more.    
 
 

 
 

You might see them dressing up to get others to 
smile or laugh. They liven up any dance event 
they attend.  Even though they are excellent 
dancers they are in no way stuck on themselves. 
You will see this couple making the rounds at an 
event searching for new dancers or others to dance with. They would never 
perform and then simply leave the area to avoid dancing with other less-
experienced dancers.   
 
Mike and Kim love each other and they love to dance! 
 

 
They met on the dance floor on Valentines 
Day, 1999. This was the beginning of 
something magic. They dated, fell in love and 
even got married on the dance floor. They 
have enmeshed their love of dance into every part of their 
lives, career as well as personal. Six weeks after they met 
they entered a dance contest in Little Rock at a local dance 
club and won first place. Mike had been dancing five years 
and Kim only four months. They received three more first 
places and one second place in this 
annual, local dance contest between 
1999 and 2005.   
 
Mike Nelson was born in Miami, Florida, 
and moved to Arkansas at age 21 as an 
air traffic controller in the United States Air Force. Mike was 
born to dance. His parents were regulars on a Miami 
televised dance show in the mid 50s. Mike got to watch his 
parents dance and learned to love to dance himself. He 
danced through high school to dances of his time like the 

Bump & the Robot. He was known around high school by his Choo-
Choo Charlie Hat and his school spirit and enthusiasm. He even 

received a superlative award for “Most School Spirit” out of his graduating 
class of 2,000 students. His love of dance led him to participate in several 
school plays and musicals. He sang, danced and added his typical high 
energy and enthusiasm.   

New Years Eve 1999 
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Training Security and Law Enforcement
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

Teaching dance to 9th grade communications class 
Cabot, Arkansas 

 
Today Mike is a mental health therapist and a national certified counselor.  He 
is a co-founder and director of an international “not-for-profit” organization 
called Keys To Safer Schools.com.   
 
He works with serious offender juveniles and has traveled extensively in the 
USA, Canada and Europe as an international trainer in school violence 
prevention. He is a sought after subject matter expert in Assessing 
Dangerousness, Recovering from School Shootings, Child and Adolescent 
Physical Restraint, School Related Terrorism, Crisis Response Planning, 
Bullying, Anger Management and De-escalation and other violence 
prevention subjects.  He has co-
authored a number of books on the 
subject and has provided numerous 
newspaper, radio and TV interviews 
on school and juvenile violence 
issues, like Fox Network and the 
British Broadcasting Network (BBC).    
 
Mike has used his skills and love of dance in 
impacting juveniles and adults with mental 

health issues. Mike has used swing dancing 
to reach troubled teens. For example, in 
Rogers, Arkansas, he taught an alternative 
program of at-risk teens to swing dance. 
Through swing dancing, the teens learned 
social skills, how to treat a person of the 
opposite sex and how to overcome shyness, 
giving many students a sense of 
accomplishment. Mike and Kim gave a dance 
demonstration to a communication class by 
Mike about the importance of communication 
with school officials if a student was 

threatening to bring a gun to school or harm 
others, etc. Kim and Mike showed how swing 

dancing uses non-verbal communication (lead and follow) with a partner. Both 
Mike and Kim brought students up to demonstrate how important it is to 
properly communicate with one another.   
 
There have been times Mike’s professional life has been of benefit to the 
dance community. He has often been sought after for counsel and 
professional advice from fellow dancers about issues concerning their 
troubled grandchild, child or seriously mentally ill sibling or parents. Mike 
generously gives of his time and expertise. Kim frequently gives of herself 
freely to others when asked for wise counsel, too. According to Mike, “Kim 
may be wiser than me in counseling. Being a hair stylist Kim does more 
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therapy than me, but she has to cut their hair and doesn’t get to charge as 
much as me.”   
 
Kim Nelson was born in Long Beach, California. She moved to Cabot, 

Arkansas, at age 14 and has lived there ever 
since. Kim has two children and one grand- 
child. She owns and operates a successful 
five-station hair salon. She always loved to 
dance but never had the opportunity to 
“couple” dance except for the times her dad 
would pull her into the kitchen while the radio 
was playing and “swing” her around. After 22 
years of marriage and becoming “suddenly 
single” her dad invited her 
to the bop club. This was 
the perfect setting for 
her, a place to begin to 
rebuild her life, and she 
has been heavily 
involved ever since.  
She touches many 
people through her 
work as a hairstylist 

and never misses an opportunity to share with clients 
the riches of dancing. 
 
 
Mike and Kim’s eight years of service, dance talent and willingness to go 
anywhere and do anything for the dance community make them exceptional 
candidates for induction into the American Bop Association Hall of Fame. We 

have provided additional information 
attached to show their service. We 
appreciate your consideration, and feel 
confident you will agree that Mike and 
Kim Nelson would make an excellent 
addition to the American Bop 
Association Hall of Fame.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Arthur Hughes, President 
For the Little Rock Bop Club 

 
March 15, 2007 
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Dance cruise 2005 
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Mike Nelson 
 

 Graduated high school in Miami, Florida, where 
he was activity involved in a number of activities 
and organizations 
o Received a superlative award for “Most School 

Spirit” 
o Involved in Marching Band. Attended an 

International event in Mexico City, Mexico  
o President of the 200 voice Choir: During his 

presidency they obtained All-State honors 
o All-State for Solo 
o Sang and danced in musicals 
o Senior year – became Music & Youth Director of 

his local Church 
 Attended three universities 

o Miami Christian College, 1976 – Music Major 
o Ouachita Baptist University,1989 – BS in Music 

& Family Counseling Majors 
o Henderson State University, 1992 – Master’s in 

Social Agency Counseling 
 Inducted in Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame 
2005 

 Children – Son, 20, in Marine Corps.; Daughter, 
23, lives in Hawaii 

 Co-founder and director of “not-for-profit” Keys 
To Safer Schools.com 
http://www.keystosaferschools.com/mdt_sme.htm#mdt 
o Member of International School Safety 

Association and board member.  Association 
based in Stockholm, Sweden 

o Subject Matter Expert on school violence 
 Mental Health Therapist; Licensed Professional 

Counselor and National Certified Counselor 
  
 
Kim Nelson 
 

 High school cheerleader for three years and 
captain of the squad her senior year (the year Kim 
was captain was the first year the squad won all first 
places). 

 Attend University of Central Arkansas and was a 
member of the UCA Stepperettes, a marching 
dance team, 1976 & 1977. 

 Children:  
o Son, 28, Network Technology Engineer; 

  Grand-daughter – 3 years old 
o Daughter, 23, an account and in a 

managerial training program with Altell 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 A hair stylist of 28 years and owner of a 
successful 5-station salon in Cabot that has been 
in the same location for 21 years. 

 A volunteer with the American Cancer Society 
since 1994.   
o She became involved with the cancer society 

when her Mom was fighting cancer and wanted 
to be a part of the good they were doing.   

o She guided many people who are going 
through cancer with their skin, hair, and wig 
needs.   

o She gave of herself and her services; she has 
often gone to the cancer client’s home or 
stayed late to allow the client the privacy and 
dignity of an empty shop. 

 Participated in the annual Cabot Jr. Auxiliary 
Fundraiser Lip Sync contest 3 years in a row.  
Won first twice and second once. 

 Sponsored and coached girls’ softball team for 6 
years.  Team won 1st place in league two years in 
a row. 

 Played girls softball from the 2nd grade through 
college then played on a coed team as an adult 
for a total of 20 years. 

 Judged at a hair-cutting competition two years in 
a row for the Arkansas Barbers Association, 1987 
and 1988 

 Member of a ladies investment club for eight 
years and was president of the club for 2 years, 
1997-2005 

 
 
 
Other Dance Highlights 
 

 Members of the Little Rock Bop Club; Kim since 
1998, Mike since 1999  
o Mike attended LRBC functions since 1993 

 Mike has served on the board as Parliamentarian 
in 2003. 

 Worked in admissions, entertainment, ticket sales 
at Bop on the Lake dance convention from 2000 
to 2006. 

 Taught dance lessons as featured guest 
instructors: 
o for the Little Rock Bop Club’s weekly lesson 

program. 
 
 

Mike & Kim Nelson 
Additional information 

PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY ACHIEVEMENT 
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o for a LRBC Member who is a private dance 

instructor; 
 Hendrix University 2005, 2006 
 University of Central Arkansas 2000 
 Tody’s Dance Studio 

o for Out-of-State Events; 
 Cincinnati, Ohio - Workshops: 2003-2006 
 Nashville Tenn. - Workshop: 2006 
 St. Louis, Missouri - Workshop: 2006 

o for Roger School District; 
 Alternative Learning Environment – 2001 

o for Cabot School District ; 
 Communication Class 

o for Carti Fundraiser for research – donated 4 
hours of Private Lessons to sale at Silent 
Auction in 2007 

o and more… 
 

 Have been involved in LRBC’s skit routines for 4 
years and have choreographed their own parts to 
the skits. 
 

 Attended out-of-state dance conventions:  
o Casino Royale 1999-2007;   
o Move Across the River 2004-2006 

(impromptu exhibition 2004);  
o Smoky Mountain Boogie 2004-2005; 
o Boogie at Barkley 2003 (did an impromptu 

exhibition);  
o Rollin’ on the River 2003-2006;  
o Summer Boogie Blast 2006;  
o Boogie on the Riverwalk 2003-2004;  
o Twister’s Shag Club Fall Cyclone 2003 

(impromptu exhibition);  
o Magic City Boppers Hangout Weekend 2000-

2006 (impromptu exhibition 2003,04,05);  
o Shag-a-Rama 2001-2006 (impromptu 

exhibition 2005-06);  
o US Open Swing Diego, San Diego, Calif. 

2005. 
o New Year’s Floorplay - Florida State Swing 

Dance Championships 2005-2006 
    

 Exhibitions for major dance events in Arkansas: 
o Little Rock Bop Club, Bop on the Lake 2000, 

2002-2006, scheduled for 2007 
o Little Rock Bop Club’s special events – many 

times 2000-2006. 
o Spa City Bop & Swing Club, Hot Springs, two 

events 2005-2006 
o Hot Springs, fund raiser for the Diabetes 

Foundation 2003 
o NLR Senior Citizens Center opening 
 

 
 
 
 
o Dance club’s recital 2003, 2004 
o Mayflower School District fund raiser 
o Mormon Church – special party 
o Conway’s Toad Suck Days – 2002 
o And more… 

 
 Exhibitions for out-of-state dance club events: 

o Cincinnati, Ohio – Move across the River 
2003 – 2006 (two in 2006: 1st Mike & Kim, 2nd 
Kim & Matt Auclair.) 
 Taught Workshops: 2003-2006 

o Nashville Tenn. -  Summer Boogie Blast 
2006  
 Taught Workshop: 2006 

o St. Louis, Missouri – Rollin’ on the River 
2006 
 Taught Workshop: 2006 

o Destin, Fla. – Realtor’s Convention  
 

 Meet with dance clubs when traveling on 
business:  
o Atlantic Swing Dancers (Knoxville, Tenn.)  
o Jacksonville Beach Bop Association, 

Jacksonville, Fla. Club Savoy (impromptu 
exhibition)  

o Chicago Windy City Jitterbug Club at 
Wyndham Hotel O'Hare  

o Beach Shaggers of Birmingham 
o Friday Night Dance Club at Boumi Temple - 

Baltimore, Maryland  
o South Side Imperial Dance Club, St. Louis, 

Missouri 
o Florida Boppers Inc. (FBI) annual fish fry 
o Orange County WCS Dance Club, Calif. and 

more. 
 

 Did the planning, decorating, organizing and un-
decorating for the “Putting on the Glitz” dance at 
the LRBC 

 
 Kim was asked to do an exhibition with Matt 

Auclair at Move Across the River in Cincinnati. 
Ohio 2006. 

 
 Dance contest at Bobbisox in Little Rock, Ark. 

 
o First Place – 1999 (Kim had only been 

dancing for four months.) 
o Second Place – 2000 
o First Place – 2002 
o First Place – 2003 
o First Place - 2004 











 


